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Fee 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

13 Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) : Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), Applicant 
brings to the attention of the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. To 
the undersigned's knowledge, this IDS is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits, before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits after filing an 
RCE under § 1 .1 14, or within three months of the application filing date. 

□ Under 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(cl ; Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(c), Applicant brings 
to the attention of the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. This IDS 
is being filed after the events recited in § 1.97(b) but, to the undersigned's knowledge, before the 
mailing date of a Final Office Action, a Notice of Allowance, or another action that closes 
prosecution in the application. 

□ The fee of $ 1 80.00 set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p) is included herein; or 

l~l Applicant submits that each item of information contained in this IDS was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

□ Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) : Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(d), Applicant 
brings to the attention of the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. 
This IDS is being filed after the events recited in § 1.97(c) but before payment of the issue fee. 

□ The fee of $ 1 80.00 set forth in § 1.1 7(p) is included herein; and 
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O Applicant submits that each item of information contained in this IDS was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. 

□ Under 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(0 : Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(i), Applicant brings 
to the attention of the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. This IDS 
is being filed after the events recited in § 1.97(d). Applicant requests that the IDS be placed in 
the file. 

^ A search report or other listing of documents from a counterpart, related, or other 
application dated February 27, 2004 and having documents cited thereon is attached for the 
Examiner's consideration. Any of these documents not previously cited, and any additional 
documents are listed on the PTO Form 1449. 

^ Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. As for any 
document listed on the accompanying PTO- 1449 that is in a language other than English, 
relevance can be understood from an enclosed English abstract or at least partial translation or 
from mention in the specification or in a search report for a corresponding application. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that any of the listed documents are material or constitute 
"prior art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not constitute "prior 
art" under United States law, Applicant reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts 
and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should any of the documents be applied 
against the claims of the present application. 

Except for issue fees payable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.18, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this 
Application, including fees due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 and 1.17 which may be required and 
including any required extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
50-0573. This paragraph is intended to be a CONSTRUCTIVE PETITION FOR EXTENSION 
OF TIME in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a)(3). 

Respectfully submitted, 

DRINKER, BIDDLE & REATH LLP 

Dated: September 13, 2006 



CUSTOMER NO. 055694 
DRINKER, BIDDLE & REATH LLP 

1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 1 100 

Washington, D.C. 20005-1209 

Tel: 202.842.8800; Fax: 202.842.8465 
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3,408,871 


11/5/1968 


Borner 
























































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
YES NO 






WO 93/07303 


04/15/1993 


PCT 














0 646 653 


04/05/1995 


Europe 














WO 01/14601 


03/01/2001 


PCT 














WO 01/31076 


05/03/2001 


PCT 














DE 102 51 413 


03/25/2004 


Germany 






Abs. 






















OTHER DOCUMENTS 

(Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal serial svmDOsium cataloe. etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.) 






STIGENBERG et al, "Corrosion resistant maraging steel for use in medical and dental equipment," 
WIRE (1995) 1,30-34,36. 






NILSSON et al, "The formation of isothermal martensite in a 12Cr-9Ni-4Mo maraging stainless steel," 
NETHERLANDS SOCIETY FOR MATERIALS SCIENCE, 1997, pp. 491-494. 






NILSSON et al, The formation of isothermal martensite in a 12Cr-9Ni-4Mo maraging stainless steel," 
CORROSION REVIEWS (1999) 17, (2), 131-136. 






STIGENBERG et al, "The Aging Behaviour in a 12Cr-9Ni-4Mo Maraging Steel Used in Dental and 
Medical Instruments," ASSOCIAZIONE ITALIANA DI METALLURGIA, 1993, 1.245-1.250. 






NILSSON et al, "Quasicrystalline and crystalline precipitation during isothermal tempering in a 12Cr- 
9Ni-4Mo maraging stainless steel," ACTA METALL. MATER. (1995) 43, (7), 2881-2890. 






HOLMQUIST et al, "Isothermal formation of martensite in a 12Cr-9Ni-4Mo maraging stainless steel," 
SCRIPTA METALLURGICA ET MATERIALLY (1995) 33, (9), 1367-1373. 


Examiner 




Date Considered 


Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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